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ELECTION OF MR. JEFFERSON AS GOVERNOR.* 
(In the House of Delegates, Tuesday June 1, 1779.) 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to notify Mr. Jeffer- 
son, his appointment to be Governour or Chief Magistrate of 
this Commonwealth and that Mr. Harvie, Mr. Maoon, and Mr. 
Baker, be of the said committee. 

Mr. Harvie, from the committee appointed in conjunction 
with a committee of the Senate, to notify to Thomas Jefferson, 
Esq., his appointment to be Governour of this Commonwealth, 
reported that the committee had, according to order, waited on 
that gentleman, and notified his appointment, and that he was 
pleased to return the following answer: 

Gentlemen, — The honour which the General Assembly have 
been pleased to confer on me, by calling me to the high office of 
Governor of this Commonwealth, demands my most grateful 
acknowledgment, which I desire through you gentlemen, to ten- 
der to them with the utmost respect. In a virtuous and free 
State, no rewards can be so pleasing to sensible minds, as those 
which include the approbation of our fellow-citizens. My great 
pain is, lest my poor endeavours should fall short of the kind 
expectations of my country; so far as impartiality, assiduous 
attention, and sincere affection to the great American cause, 
shall enable me to fulfil the duties of any appointment, so far I 
may, with confidence undertake; for all beyond, I must rely 
on the wise counsels of the General Assembly, and of those whom 
they have appointed for my aid in those duties. To you, gentle- 
men, I return my particular thanks, for the polite terms in 
which you have been pleased to notify the will of the General 
Assemblv. 



RESIDENCE OF JOHN ROBINSON, SPEAKER, 
TO BE SOLD FOR READY MONEY.* 

That beautiful Seat on Mattapony River, where the late 
Speaker Robinson lived; there are 1,381 Acres of high Land and 

* From the Virginia Gazette. 

* From the Virginia Gazette for 1779. 
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600 Acres of Marsh, equal to any in the Country, and may be 
reclaimed at a moderate Expense; besides tbe Marsh there are 
about 20 Acres of Swamp, which may easily be converted into a 
valuable Meadow; on the above Tract there is a Mill, which is 
rather out of repair at present, but may be made without much 
Expense as valuable as Mills generally are. The Plantation 
is under good Fences, and in proper Order for Cropping, with 
a young Orchard of choice Fruit, the Dwelling-House is of 
Brick, as convenient and well built as any in the State, two 
Stories high, with 4 large Rooms and a Passage on each Floor, 
and good Cellars under the Whole, a very convenient Brick 
Kitchen, Servants' Hall, and Wash-House, the Stables, Coach 
House, Granary, &c, are large and in good Repair, and a Garden 
walled in with Brick. No Situation can exceed this in Beauty, 
and few in Conveniences. Any person inclinable to purchase 
will be shewn the Land and Houses by applying to Mr. Street. 
who lives on the Spot, and tbe Terms of Sale made known by 
applying to Burwell Basset t, Esq.; in New Kent, Mr. James 
Hill, near Williamsburg, or to the Subscriber at Mr. Demon's, 
near Alexandria. John Paeke Custis. 



ELEGY ON THE DEATH OF LEWIS BURWELL, ESQ., 
OF GLOUCESTER, WRITTEN IN APRIL, 1779.* 

Why, thus, with boding sadness swells my breast, 
Why, thus, unbidden bursts the frequent sigh? 

What gloomy vision haunt my troubled rest, 
Portending ills and dire misfortune nigh ! 

Does Heaven thus warn me of Columbia's fall, 

And from her cause withdraw its hallow'd shield? 

Deaf are her sons to freedom's sacred call ? 

* From the Virginia Gazette. Lewis Burwell above was son of 
Lewis Burwell, President of the Virginia Council, who died in 1752. He 
was brother of Jefferson's " Belinda " ; member of the State Convention 
of May, 1770. 



